An Historical Guide To The Pilgrims In The
Canterbury Tales

Step back in time and join Geoffrey Chaucer's memorable cast of

characters as they embark on their pilgrimage in the legendary Canterbury
Tales. This historical guide will transport you to Medieval England and
introduce you to the diverse and fascinating pilgrims whose stories have
captivated readers for centuries.

The Pilgrimage and its Setting
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The Canterbury Tales is a remarkable collection of stories written in the late
14th century. They revolve around a group of individuals from various social
backgrounds who undertake a pilgrimage to the shrine of Saint Thomas
Becket in Canterbury Cathedral. The pilgrims gather at the Tabard Inn in
Southwark, London, and it is here that their stories are narrated.
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The pilgrimage provides the perfect backdrop for Chaucer to explore the
social dynamics and complexities of medieval England. Through his
characters, Chaucer offers a panoramic view of society, from the noble
knight to the lowly plowman. Each pilgrim represents a particular social
class, profession, or character type, creating a colorful cross-section of
Medieval life.
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The Memorable Pilgrims

The Canterbury Tales introduces us to a wide range of pilgrims, each with
their unique personality, aspirations, and storytelling style. Let's meet some
of the most memorable characters:

The Knight

The Knight is the epitome of chivalry and honor. He has fought in many
battles and is known for his bravery and loyalty. His tale tells of love,
chivalry, and sacrifice, embodying the ideals of the medieval knight.

The Miller

The Miller is a burly and boisterous character. He is skilled at manipulating
people through his lies and deceit. His tale is a humorous and bawdy
account of infidelity and trickery.

The Wife of Bath
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The Wife of Bath is a strong-willed and outspoken woman. She has been
married multiple times and takes pride in her experiences. Her tale
explores the themes of power dynamics between men and women.

The Pardoner

The Pardoner is a corrupt church official who sells indulgences to forgive
sins. He is known for his greed and manipulation. His tale serves as a
moral warning against the perils of greed and avarice.

The Societal Themes

By examining the pilgrims, Chaucer provides insightful commentary on a
range of societal themes:

Social Hierarchy

Chaucer highlights the rigid social hierarchy of medieval England. The
pilgrimage allows people from different classes to interact, revealing the
stark divisions and expectations placed upon individuals based on their
social position.

Gender Roles

Chaucer challenges traditional gender roles through characters like the
Wife of Bath. Her portrayal empowers women by questioning societal
expectations and norms, showcasing the complexities of gender dynamics
in medieval society.

Religion and Corruption

Chaucer offers a critical view of the Church in the Middle Ages. Characters
like the Pardoner expose the corruption and hypocrisy that existed within



religious institutions. The tales serve as a critique of the Church's moral
authority.

The Legacy of The Canterbury Tales

The Canterbury Tales represents a significant milestone in English
literature. It was one of the first works to be written in Middle English, the
vernacular language of the time, making it accessible to a broader
audience. Chaucer's masterpiece has influenced countless writers and
artists, and its characters have become timeless archetypes.
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Through the pilgrims and their tales, Chaucer provides a rich and
compelling portrait of medieval England. Their stories allow us to
understand the hopes, fears, and values of a bygone era.

So step into the world of the Canterbury Tales, where knights and millers,
wives and pardons, come to life in a tapestry of human experiences.
Discover the intrigue, wit, and wisdom of these remarkable characters as
they embark on their unforgettable journey to Canterbury.

Are you ready to embark on this literary adventure? Join us on this
pilgrimage and immerse yourself in the world of Chaucer's enchanting
Canterbury Tales.
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Chaucer's Canterbury Tales is one of the oldest and most widely studied
works of English literature. The tales provide a glimpse of medieval life, and
the professions of the pilgrims figure prominently in the poetry. To have a
clear understanding of Chaucer's work, the reader needs to know about the
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vocations of the pilgrims. For some 600 years, this information has been
difficult to locate. This reference work conveniently synthesizes and
discusses information about the occupation of each of Chaucer's pilgrims
and provides an historical context.

The volume contains individual entries for each of Chaucer's pilgrims, and
the entries share a similar format to foster comparison. Each entry includes
three parts. First, the pilgrim's profession is discussed in terms of the daily
routine of the medieval occupation. Second, the vocation is examined in
terms of its reflection in the tale told by the pilgrim. Third, the vocation and
the tale are discussed, when possible, in relation to the descriptions of the
characters provided in the General Prologue. Each entry includes a
bibliography, and the volume concludes with a list of works for further
reading.
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