Nasty, Brutish, and Short - The Dark Reality of
Existence

Life can be harsh, cruel, and unforgiving. In the words of the philosopher

Thomas Hobbes, it is "nasty, brutish, and short." These words paint a bleak
picture of our human existence, highlighting the struggles we face and the
brevity of our time on this planet. Let us delve into the meaning of this grim
reality and explore how we can navigate our way through its challenges.

The phrase "nasty, brutish, and short" originates from Hobbes' book,
"Leviathan," which explores the nature of society and the social contract.
Hobbes argues that life in a state of nature, without law or order, is
characterized by constant violence, fear, and anarchy. He believes that
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humans are driven by self-interest and constantly compete for resources.
The result is a life filled with suffering and uncertainty.
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In Hobbes' view, without a governing authority to establish law and order,
our lives descend into chaos. While this might seem extreme, there is truth
to the idea that life presents numerous challenges. From birth to death, we
encounter hardships, both physical and emotional, that shape our
existence.

One of the fundamental aspects of our existence is the inherent struggle for
survival. In the animal kingdom, it is the survival of the fittest, where only
the strongest and most adaptable individuals thrive. Humans are not
exempt from this struggle, although our battles may manifest in different
forms.

Financial difficulties, health issues, and personal relationships can all be
sources of struggle and hardship in our lives. From the moment we are
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born, we are confronted with the harsh realities of the world, where our
survival depends on our ability to adapt and overcome these challenges.

Furthermore, the brevity of life adds to the sense of urgency in navigating
through its difficulties. Time is a finite resource, and the realization that our
time on this earth is limited can be a sobering experience. It compels us to
make the most of every moment and to find meaning and purpose in our
lives.

While the phrase "nasty, brutish, and short" evokes a sense of despair, it
also serves as a reminder of our resilience as human beings. Despite the
hardships we face, we have the capacity to overcome adversity and find

moments of joy and fulfillment.

The key lies in understanding that life's challenges are an inherent part of
the human experience. Instead of succumbing to despair, we can choose to
embrace these challenges as opportunities for growth and self-discovery. It
is through adversity that we develop strength and resilience, enabling us to
navigate the twists and turns of life.

Additionally, it is crucial to cultivate a sense of purpose and meaning in our
lives. By identifying our values and passions, we can create a roadmap that
guides us through the darkness. Whether it be through meaningful
relationships, creative pursuits, or contributing to the betterment of society,
finding purpose allows us to transcend the limitations of our existence.

, life can indeed be "nasty, brutish, and short," but it is essential to
recognize that these words do not solely define our existence. While we
may encounter hardships and struggles along the way, we also possess
the innate ability to persevere and find fulfillment. By embracing the



challenges, cultivating resilience, and seeking purpose, we can navigate
through the darkness and create a life that is meaningful and fulfilling.
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*One of the Christian Science Monitor's 10 best books of May*

From a University of Michigan professor of law and philosophy, a fresh,
deep, and funny inquiry into life’s biggest questions with the help of first-
rate philosophers—including his two young children

Some of the best philosophers in the world gather in surprising places—
preschools and playgrounds. They debate questions about metaphysics
and morality, even though they’ve never heard the words and perhaps can’t
even tie their shoes. They’re kids. And as Scott Hershovitz shows in this
delightful debut, they’re astoundingly good philosophers.

Hershovitz has two young sons, Rex and Hank. From the time they could
talk, he noticed that they raised philosophical questions and were
determined to answer them. They re-created ancient arguments. And they


https://book-hub-download.web.app/read.html?dszypxdkkyihbfz=eyJjdCI6Ikx2VkJGMzRSc1FBanYwQ2taUmxoSjNBUkczOTVkb0hqY2tqanVpUVphVVdaT3NFcm1xeGNXdzNqeTNPMGNhV3d6Q2Yrb3k4MHJtb3Z5ZUNpbjFLYk5wSGlaVjhjbHIycTArQW1QaEMwVzhXR2gxYW41QmdPQ1Q2T2s0cjRFeFB3YkVGSzJwS3pGK01tRzlKNHlvcjA3blNYeUM2N1Z2SGM0dkhHeWNhdTRscFFYSW9XYmNcL01RalJaK0d2VlpFbDZuS2pKSDFPeGlrckFDYVRHUEF1M0pnPT0iLCJpdiI6ImUzZWFhZjI0N2Q3ZWIxODZmNTNhZWQwYjhjMTAxYzQ0IiwicyI6IjBhMmI0N2ZkY2I4OWEwNTYifQ%3D%3D
https://book-hub-download.web.app/read.html?dszypxdkkyihbfz=eyJjdCI6Ik4wUHRRSnkyU3lcL3JISDRscFA0VW45TGpVKys0OVMxcG1pbWdUTUsxYXo5VDQ5bE9PYUZRdlNSQWRRaXBYdDV4eWRjcjlOQ3ZNQmVVc0pPbTdtNzQraXBpSlh0dGxYMkxrTWY0cTF3Rms2V09cL25JQmh3XC9HM1JxcWxCR3JGd0hBa2VLWnVGXC9ZMzA1RkZEcjJuQ1BxR0NhNGczWk9VVVpHUWVKOEhTdENQaTZRXC93RXFJdExKdWlQZFFtcTU0NEMrWkFjazlMaWtcL0ROZUpoN1YyQ1VmeFE9PSIsIml2IjoiMjQ5OGE1NzNkNWYwOTFiYmRiNTc4N2UyNjlmZmU3MWEiLCJzIjoiMWNlNTAxYTY1YzgwYzIzNyJ9
https://book-hub-download.web.app/read.html?dszypxdkkyihbfz=eyJjdCI6IjEwVkRpNXkzQmlVcVpUVjVCQldkOStidEZnM2FUSzNGUUM3anArd3hYSEtcL2lUNGJxUVU2NXJJNUFcL1krRis2Z24zMVkzQ05QT2psMVdCM0lsYkRzeFdtdXRNbzlqYVpsTkxJYjM5Q3B2bCthQ20wbWVoUjY5b3RHUjVOQkxrS0pUMktjUmRMSDdaOG16aEVEdlwvRHo1OTdPeThhcHhNTXBYNkp4YlFnWUdnK2U2RVZhS1wvZktsdlhlVG1jYUNkcjFJMlVNeGRmQWM4czdDU3BsNCtsZ0dBPT0iLCJpdiI6IjY1NGViOGI2NTljMGQ3ZmUzZTBmYTc4MWU0NTM3OTQwIiwicyI6IjQ1ODY1M2RmNDY0NDRiMzMifQ%3D%3D

advanced entirely new ones. That’s not unusual, Hershovitz says. Every kid
is a philosopher.

Following an agenda set by Rex and Hank, Hershovitz takes us on a fun
romp through classic and contemporary philosophy, powered by questions
like, Does Hank have the right to drink soda? When is it okay to swear?
and, Does the number six exist? Hershovitz and his boys take on more
weighty issues too. They explore punishment, authority, sex, gender, race,
the nature of truth and knowledge, and the existence of God. Along the
way, they get help from professional philosophers, famous and obscure.
And they show that all of us have a lot to learn from listening to kids—and
thinking with them.

Hershovitz calls on us to support kids in their philosophical adventures. But
more than that, he challenges us to join them so that we can become
better, more discerning thinkers and recapture some of the wonder kids
have at the world.
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captivate readers with their imaginative storytelling and ability...
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The Touch Of Death: An Ennin Mystery 17 -
Delve into the Intriguing World of Japanese
Detective Fiction!

Japanese detective fiction has captivated readers all around the world
with its unique blend of mystery, suspense, and cultural insights.
Encompassing a wide range of genres...

The Thrilling World of Airborne: Tom Clancy
Military References

When it comes to military novels, few authors can match the gripping
storytelling prowess of Tom Clancy. His novels have enthralled readers
for decades, taking them deep into...

The Artist Way 25th Anniversary Edition: Ignite
Your Creative Journey

Do you feel a burning desire to express yourself creatively but often find
yourself blocked? Are you searching for ways to reignite that creative
spark within you? Look no...

Top 10 Websites Offering Lucrative Side Jobs
For Those Seeking Online Employment
Opportunities

Welcome to the world of freelance work and online employment
opportunities! In today's gig economy, the traditional 9-to-5 job is not the
only way to make a living. With the...
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The Ultimate Black Girls Guide To Skin Care:
Achieving Radiant and Healthy Skin

For women of color, especially black girls, achieving and maintaining
healthy and radiant skin can be a challenging journey. Factors like
hyperpigmentation,...

Married To The Alien Doctor Renascence
Alliance: A Love Story Beyond The Stars

Have you ever fantasized about what it would be like to be married to an
alien? Well, prepare to have your mind blown! In this riveting account, we
delve into the...

Discover the Enchanting World of My Surly
Heart Poems by Southern Messenger Poets

Have you ever been captivated by the power of poetry? Do you find
yourself drawn to the rich, emotional verses that transport you to a
different world? If so, you're in...
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